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Claims of a previously undetected population of faint AGN at high redshift
have sparked new interest in scenarios in which AGN contribute significantly to
the reionization of hydrogen. We model such scenarios and test them against
post-reionization observational constraints on the temperature of the inter-
galactic medium (IGM) and the opacity of the hydrogen and HeII Lyman-
alpha forests. While such an AGN population could provide an explanation
for observed spatial fluctuations in the hydrogen Lyman-alpha forest opacity
at z > 5.5, it is disfavoured by IGM temperature measurements and observa-
tions of the HeII Lyman-alpha forest.


